
THE MOHAMMEDAN REVIVAL. 
New York Times (1857-1922 ); Feb 20, 1882· 
ProQue st Historical Newspapers: The New York Time s (1851-2008 ) 

THE MOH.A.1.llMED..d.N RE VIV ..dL. 

The condition of affairs in Egypt remains 
exceedingly dangerous and threatening-, and 
from causes which an: not apparent at once 
either to Europeans or .A.mericaus. Advices 
from various countries of t!Je East show 
that a very serious revival of Mobammcdan 
fanaticism bas already begun. The new 
propbet-according to the ancient predic
tion-is expected during the coming Sum
mer or Autumn; the conditions of his ad 
vent are already discovered .; an individual 
of the family of :Mohammed has appeared, 
and is drawing after Lim followers in 
both Africa and Arabia. Tho anc:ient 
prophecy says that "be shall make the 
streets of 1\Iccca run red with the blood of 
both tho infidels and the backsliders from 
the faith" of Islam. Disturuanccs arc said 
already to have broken out near the sacred 
city. But it is among the wild tribes of 
Africa, now contending with the French, 
that the excitement is reported most intense.:. 
The Sultan sees ti.lat his position as "leader 
of the faithful" is in danger if the new 
prophet gains a following, o.nd he and his 
agents arc fomenting the llfohammcdnn agi
tation and are seeking to direct it in favor 
of tl10 Ottoman head of the Church nnd 
against the Europe:m powers. It is believed 
that in various parts of Asia the :Moham
medan uprising is secretly moving, and that 
it may finally extend even to the Briti!!h 
Empire of India and produce formidable 
daugers there. 

No student of history cnu rcgf,rd a revival 
of Islam ns one of the impossibilities or 
ns a. thing of li ght import. There is 
a capacity of intense and fiery fanaticism 
in Oriental races, and there is even yet n 
surprisin,g- power in the old faith of ?1Io
HA)X?.11m, .. hich can produce <.:Yen in this 
age terrible ancl far-reaching c!Tccts. A new 
prophet, proclaiming destrudion to the in
fidel and pnrndiae to the faithful, with a few 
Yictorics to strengthen confidence, might 
e,en yet sweep from one end of Asia to tho 
other. The Sultanate of Const:mlinople 
would go down before such an invasion. 
Persia would be conquered, Egypt might 
be occupied, and a convulsion break out in 
l\[oho.mmeclan Indin which would not per
mit 1111 English soldier to lond at C:airo or on 
the shores of the Levant. These , however, 
are the remote eventualities. Present dan· 
gers are sufficiently near for the European 
powers. It is plain tho.t France has nn 
uliair to last for a. generation in subduing 
the Africnn trihcs, where victory is useless 
nncl retreat disgrnceful. 

Egypt is in a. most remarkable position. 
The Liberal Government of England nnd 
the republic of France ···nrc found united 
in putting down the only effort of this 
century or all centuries for apparent Par
liamentary go,ernmcnt in the country of 
the Nile . The two best administered coun
tries of Europe arc allied to enforce the mos t 
iaiquitous and tyrann icnl financial admin
istration which cYer plundered the poor 
for the sake of the rich. 'fhe Nary of 
Great Britain combines ,vith' the Army of 
Fra.nce to force the last relic of their poor 
harvests from the wretched fellaherm of 
the Nile. And yet an iron necessity as of 
fate seems to compel these powers thus to 
act against all their principles and policy . 
They know that n. tremendou s J\Iohammc· 
dan movement is working under the surface 
in Egypt. Already the hat.eel Giaours are 
insulted in the streets of Egyptian towns. 
The apparent Pnrliamriutary movement 
is probably one really for the Army, 
which means the military strengthen 
ing of l\Iohnmmedanism. Should tlie two 
powers leave Egypt to hers elf, the re would 
be a Peign of ~foslem violenc e and bigo try. 

1c\ll the financial obligations or the country 
would be broken, (which would be no great 
loss;) the Sultan's power and pcrh:.,,ps the 
Khedive's be destroyed; some wild ~on of 
Isham would be at the hearl of one of the 
(naturally) richest. countries of the world, 
and the unhappy fcllaheen perhaps be op
pressed worse than (;Ver. 'l'hen for England 
would be foe perpetual danger of hi;.rm·or 
destruction t.o the Suez Cuna!. One solu
tion of the problem-not, an unnatural one 
-would be o compact bet'l'l'een France 
and Engiand whereby the former 
should be permitted to work her 
will on Tunis and the African Provinces 
and England be allowed to occupy Egypt. 
But such an agreement would be very un
acceptable in Great Britain, and would not 
commend itself .to the moral sense of :Mr. 
GLA.DSTONZ's Cabinet. lt would be guaran
ter::ing one iniquity by another action very 
doubtful in its morality. Then it woµld in
volve fortJr or fifty thousand British troops, 
quartertcl in Egypt, and a vast annual ex
pense. Au Englioh occupation of :Egypt 
would ultimately upset the present Govern
ment. The alternative would be a joint 
occupation or the "control" supported by 
fieds and armies. This would be a difli 
cult, annoying, and dangerous proceeding. 

It would cause endless frictions and .jeal
ousies between the two power?, and might 
call forth the prote sts of the other European 
great powers. Egypt and the miserable 
peasantry would suffer -fearfully under such 
an occuoati~ Whichever wa.Y we look in 

the Eastern questions the dangers seem 
great . Bu~ worst of all for the world would 
be the "Mohammedan revival.'' 


